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What is a
TUNA?
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Tuna is a highly migratory species that can travel — \

through thousands of miles of ocean throughout its life

and is fished in diverse regions around the world.

They are the only fish to maintain a body temperature higher than the water temperature. It
belongs to the tribe Thunnini, a subgrouping of the Scombridae family. The Thunnini consists of
5 genera and 15 species. Of those, 8 species are considered “true tunas”, all which belong to the
genus Thunnus.

“~Tuna ranges in size from the bullet tuna (max length: 50 cm or 1.6 ft, weight: 1.8 kg or 4 Ib) up to
the Atlantic bluefin tuna (max length: 460 cm or 15 ft, welght 907 kg or 2,000 b)), which average
550 Ib in weight and 6.6 feet long.

Tuna has a sleek, torpedo-shaped bodies designed for speed é;nd enduranceé:They have crescent
moon-shaped tails and two dorsal fins on their backs, one of which can be flattened-to reduce
resistance in the water. Some species of tuna can swim as fast-as 43 miles perhour.
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Tuna Classification
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family (2ef) Scombridae

subfamily(wfiies) Scombrinae subfamily(asfiieu) Gasterochismatinae

tribectdy) Thunnini,Tunas

tribe(iin) Scomberomorini
(15 spp. of tunas)

tribe (1d1) Scombini tribe (uin) Sardini

genus (dna)
Allothunnus (1 sp.)

genus (dna)
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Scientific name: Auxis rochei

Common Name: Bullet Tuna sy — 1  Scientific name: Auxis thazard
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/ Scientific name: Katsuwonus pelamis
Common Name: Skipjack Tuna
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Scientific name: Euthynnus affinis W& - — ’
image © pewtrusts.org Common Name: Kawakawa
(danTeany) ﬁ

image © 1998, [5iane Rome Peebles g

///Ill'nh- = /{/

Scientific name: Thunnus tonggol
Common Name: Longtail Tuna \ Feve pewtmsts'org‘
(Uanlash)
Scientific name: Thunnus alalunga
Common Name: Albacore Tuna
(arpirniuenn)
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Scientific name: Thunnus albacares

Common Name: Yellowfin Tuna
(arygurnsyivae)
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Scientific name: Thunnus obesus
Common Name: Bigeye Tuna
(apamin)
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Scientific name: Thunnus maccoyii
Common Name: Southern Bluefin Tuna
(apinTidd 1 Junouls)




Life Span  Common Name (Max Length, Max Weight)
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Tuna Fishing Methods
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Pole and line is a fishing method that uses a single-pole, line,
and barbless hook to catch skipjack tuna in Indonesia.
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Purse Seine

This fishing method utilizes a purse seine net deployed on fishing
vessels to catch tunas either by spotting free swimming schools of
tuna or by utilizing floating objects or luring light that attracts fish.
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Long Line

Long Line is a commercial fishing method consists of main lines
and many branches of hooks deployed at the desired depths to
catch bigeye tuna, yellowfin tuna, or bluefin tunas.
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Drift Net

Drift net fishing consists of nylon net deployed near the sea
surface in holizontal to block the fish path. The target fish mostly
are all small tuna species in the coastal areas.
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Handline

The handline method utilizes a single line and hooks with bait at
desired depth deployed from a stationary vessel and the fish is
then hauled by hand.
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Tuna Diskribution in Soubheast Asia
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Symbol Common Name Distribution
(dyanu) (Tpdny) (NTUKINTE9Y)
Bullet Tuna, Frigate Tuna,

Kawakawa, Longtail Tuna
(1/an lawann, Uar launay, Uaq laanu, ar lasn)

Coastal areas of all seas in the Southeast Asian Region
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Skipjack Tuna All seas in the Southeast Asian Region, excepting Gulf of Thailand,
(Yar o, Yapinviaeuny) Java sea, Southern part of South China Sea and Gulf of Tonkin
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Albacore Tuna West Sumastra and South Java Islands of the Eastern Indian Ocean,
(Yapiniugn) Banda sea, and Western Pacific Ocean (West Papua/lndonesia)
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Bigeye Tuna, Yellowfin Tuna ¢ Allseas in the Southeast Asian Region, excepting Gulf of Thailand,
(tarpimIndaioni i i | sea, Southern part of South China Sea and Gulf of Tonkin
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Total 1,902,675 Tonnes
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Albacore Tuna 6,569 035 Longtail Tuna 134,310 1.06
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Bigeye Tuna 58,548 3.08 Skipjack Tuna 198,469 n9
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«. BulletTuna & Frigate Tuna_ 183,533 9.65 Southern Bluefin 1206 0.06
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"gm_iagna_m _______________________ Yellowfin Tuna 315,112 19.75
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Source: FAO. 2021. Fishery and Aquaculture Statistics. Global capture production 1950-2019 (FishstatJ). In: FAO Fisheries Division [online]. Rome. Updated 2021.
www.fao.orgffishery/statistics/software/fishstatj/en
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