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The Use of Labor-saving Technology
to Reduce Labor on a Pilot Thai Purse Seiner

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEQ),
Training Department in collaboration with the Department
of Fisheries, Thailand, N. Lapprasert Fishing Company
(Pattani province) and Pattani Fisheries Association has
been implementing a 3-year pilot project (from 2018-2021)
in the application of fishing device for the proper use of
energy in fisheries and safety in fishing at sea under the
topic of ‘Optimizing Energy and Safety at Sea’ with budget
support from the Japanese Government (Japanese Trust
Fund). By applying a power block (net hauler) onboard a pilot
Thai purse seiner “N. Lapprasert 8”. It would help replace the
fishery workers at lacking and reduce the problem of illegal
labors and human trafficking and also reduce the number of
fishing workers from the existing number or 30-40 to merely 15-
18 workers onboard. When reducing the number of workers on
a fishing boat, it greatly helps improve the living conditions,
increasing security, comfort and improved mental health and
hygiene onboard. In addition, improvements of the purse seine
net design and construction (mesh strengthening-selvedge) made
to support the use of the power block. The fish handling
efficiency has been improved by introducing and
demonstrating the refrigerating system onboard both
using sea water and slurry ice systems and a fish pump
system to reduce labor and save time in the work of
loading and unloading catches will be also tested in the

future.




