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PROSPECTUS 

The Regional Workshop on Monitoring Control and Surveillance 

for Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia 

 23-24 August 2022, in Pattaya, Chonburi Province, Thailand 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing can take place in all capture fisheries, whether 

within national jurisdiction or n the high seas. Efforts to conserve and manage fish stocks are 

undermined by IUU fishing and can lead to the collapse of a fishery or can seriously impair efforts to 

rebuild fish stocks that have already been depleted. This may lead to the loss of both short- and long-

term social and economic opportunities and could have a negative impact on food security. Every 

country in the Southeast Asian region is always confronted by increasing pressure on their fisheries 

resources from illegal fishing. In many cases, IUU operation is more related to the lack of MSC 

management. Nevertheless, countries in Southeast Asia should now focus on developing preventive 

measures in achieving sustainable fisheries rather than on fisheries management that focuses on 

mitigating resource conflicts. Such measures could include regulating the number of fishing vessels and 

overcapacity as well as an effective right-based fisheries system. The IUU concept, with more focus on 

illegal fishing, undermines national and regional efforts to conserve and manage fish stocks and, as a 

consequence, inhibits progress towards achieving the goals of long-term sustainability and 

responsibility. Moreover, IUU fishing greatly disadvantages and discriminates those fishers that act 

responsibly, honestly and in accordance with the terms of their fishing authorizations. This is a 

compelling reason why IUU fishing must be dealt with expeditiously and in a transparent manner. If 

IUU fishing is not curbed, and if IUU fishers target vulnerable stocks that are subject to strict 

management controls or moratoria, efforts to rebuild those stocks to healthy levels will not be achieved. 

The problem of the coastal and marine fisheries in the region lies in the depletion of fish stocks, 

overfishing, conflicts between many resource users, ignorance, violations of laws and regulations by 

fishermen, etc. Certain countries are making strenuous efforts to improve their fisheries management 

and improve their MCS systems. Some are successful while some have failed, which might be due to 

the nature of the fishery resources being common property, lack of strict implementation of limited 

entry policy and other policies, shortage of manpower and equipment to enforce the laws, lack of 

coordination between the government agencies concerned, etc.  

It can be understood that no MCS activities will be successful if there is absence in understanding and 

acceptance by the fishers of the rationale behind the MCS actions being implemented. Other measures 

are also needed to help increase compliance from the fishermen. Thus, in combination with MCS 

activities, such measures as establishing community-based fishery management, providing information 

to increase awareness among fishermen and their family members of fisher conservation and 

responsible fisheries, establishing voluntary groups, providing training programs for students, etc. are 

still necessary. It is expected that these measures will help encourage fishermen to operate more 

responsibly in the long run. Eventually, MCS as defined under the Southeast Asian context could be 

one of the important fisheries management tools in order to achieve sustainable fisheries in the region. 

During the past ten years, the Southeast Asian countries have focused their efforts towards the 

promotion of sustainable fisheries management and the implementation of countermeasures to address 

IUU fishing. At a regional level, SEAFDEC has been promoting the development of regional tools and 

supporting ASEAN Member States (AMSs) for combating IUU fishing, such as ASEAN Guideline for 

Preventing the Entry of IUU Fish and Fishery Products into the Supply Chain, the Regional Fishing 

Vessels Record (RFVR), ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme, Regional Cooperation for 

Implementation of Port State Measures through Strengthening Sub-regional Cooperation to Enhance 

the Implementation of MCS in the region which concerns among others, the adoption of efficient MCS 
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system for effective control of fishing capacity and combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 

fishing, destructive fishing, and encroachment by larger fishing vessels in coastal waters.  

Therefore, to strengthen and update information on MCS for combating IUU fishing through finding 

the need for capacity building which relevant MCS will be conducted via The Regional Workshop on 

Monitoring Control and Surveillance for Combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia.  

OBJECTIVES 

1. To share and update the information on MCS implementation activities to combat IUU fishing

2. To enhance and promote fisheries management tools for combating IUU fishing such as RFVR,

eACDS

3. To identify the need for capacity building on MCS for combating IUU fishing

EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

1. Updated information on MCS implementation activities to combat IUU fishing among AMSs

2. Understanding fisheries management tools for combating IUU fishing

3. Capacity building needs on relevant MCS for combating IUU fishing

PARTICIPANTS 

1. Two (2) Fisheries Officers of each AMSs who will be responsible for MCS activities

2. Relevant staff of the SEAFDEC/TD and Secretariat

All participants are required to have received all doses of the COVID-19 vaccine approved by the 

World Health Organization and the Ministry of Public Health of Thailand (please see the list at  

https://bit.ly/34J1mdZ), and the last dose should not be more than 180 days. 

If a participant was infected with COVID-19 within the past 30 days, she/he should provide a medical 

certificate indicating that the disease is no longer transmissible. 

DATE AND VENUE 

The Regional Workshop will be held on 23–24 August 2022 (for 2 days) in Pattaya, Chonburi Province, 

Thailand. 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

23 August 2022 (Tuesday) 

0830-0900 Registration 

0900-0920 Agenda 1. Opening of the Workshop 

• Opening Address by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC

0920-0940 Agenda 2:  Introduction and Objective of the Workshop/Adoption of the Agenda  

0940-1040 Agenda 3:  International and Regional Implementation of MCS 

• AFMA (To be Confirmed: TBC)

• AN-IUU (TBC)

• FAO (TBC)

• IMCS (TBC)
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1040-1110 Coffee/Tea Break and Group Photo 

1110-1230 Agenda 3: International and Regional Implementation of MCS  

• RFMO (e.g. CCAMLR, IOTC, WCPFC etc.) (TBC)

• RPOA-IUU (TBC)

• SEAFDEC

• CAPFISH Project (TBC) 
1230-1400 Lunch Break 

1400-1500 Agenda 4: Implementation of MCS in AMSs (20 minutes/country) 

• Brunei Darussalam

• Cambodia

• Indonesia

1500-1530 Coffee/Tea break 

1530-1700 Agenda 4: Implementation of MCS in AMSs (20 minutes/country) 

• Lao PDR

• Malaysia

• Myanmar

• Philippines

1800-2000 Reception Dinner 

24 August 2022 (Wednesday) 

0900-1000 Agenda 4: Implementation of MCS in AMS (20 minutes/ country) 

• Singapore

• Thailand

• Viet Nam

1000-1030 Agenda 5: Enhancement and Promotion SEAFDEC Fisheries Management Tools 

for Combating IUU Fishing  

1030-1100 Coffee/Tea break 

1100-1200 Agenda 6: Group Discussion on 

• Obstacles and Challenges of MCS implementation

• Identification Needs of MCS Capacity Building

1200-1330 Lunch break 

1330-1500 Agenda 6: Report of Group Discussion (Cont’d) 

1500-1530 Coffee/tea break 

1530-1600 Agenda 10: Closing of the Workshop  

• Closing Address by the Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC




