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….Manage and Conserve Fishery 
Resources
• Sustainably managed fisheries resources 
through the implementation of licensing policy, 
the MCS programme, registration of fishing 
and inland fisheries management to ensure 
fishery resources are managed in a 
responsible and consistent with international 
instruments related.

Monitoring

Control

Surveillance

….Enforcing the Fisheries Act 1985 and 
Regulations
• Plan, implement and coordinate fisheries 
legislation to ensure that all fishing activities in 
accordance with the provisions in the act.



Amendment of Fisheries Act 1985

• Effective 30th September 2019.
• The newly amended law imposes penalty six-time

heavier than that of the former provisions.
• RM 6 Million (approximately USD 1.5 Million) for

the owner or skipper and RM600,000 (approximately
USD 150,000) for every crew member of foreign
fishing vessel encroached into Malaysian Fishing
Waters.

• also imposes penalty up to RM 4 Million
(approximately USD 1Million) for any local fishing
vessel fished without valid license or in violation of
license condition on the high seas.



Ø Malaysia already establish SOP for
handling foreign fishing vessels
which is suspected engaged with
IUU fishing.

Ø Involves multiple enforcement
agencies.



Assess, review 
policy requirements, 
laws and implement 
actions to combat 
IUU fishing in 
Malaysia.

Provide policy 
recommendations
, laws and actions 
to combat IUU 
fishing in 
Malaysia.

Determine the direction
and ways to combat IUU
Fishing in Malaysia

Report to



Inspection of fishing
vessels at sea

Inspection and certification of
raw materials for processing in
Malaysia

Registration and licensing of
fishing vessels.

Inspection of local fishing
vessel at port or landing site

Inspection of foreign crew on
local fishing vessels

Electronic vessel monitoring

Inspection of incoming foreign
fishing vessel.

Fisheries surveillance
volunteer network. CONTROL & 

INSPECTION 
ACTIVITIES
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Ø Synergy through strategic cooperation with 
other agencies

§ Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
§ Fisheries Development Authority Malaysia
§ Malaysian Quarantine & Inspection Services
§ Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency 
§ Marine Operations Force, Royal Malaysia Police 
§ Department of Fisheries Sabah 
§ Marine Department Malaysia
§ Royal Malaysian Customs
§ Royal Malaysian Navy
§ Port Authorities



• Regional Plan Of Action To Prevent, Deter And Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported And Unregulated Fishing (RPOA IUU)

• ASEAN Network For Combating Illegal, Unreported And 
Unregulated Fishing (AN-IUU)

• Bilateral Communication



Information from Thai PSM Investigation (10 August 2018).
§Catches from the 4 IUU fishing vessels which listed in 

IOTC IUU Vessel. New flag Somali.
§ 46 containers rejected by Thailand.
§went to Singapore via 3 container vessels.
§ transferred to the other 3 container vessels. 
§Destination : Penang Port, Malaysia.

Malaysia’s action
§Refused entry by MAQIS Malaysia.
§Return to Djibouti.

§ Full cooperation of DOF, MAQIS, CUSTOM, Port 
Authority and Importer.



Information circulated by AFMA- dated 23rd June 
2020

§FV Cobija- identified as IUU fishing vessel by 
Australian Authorities.

§Vessel may be heading towards port in South 
East Asia.

Malaysia’s action
§Circulated information to relevant enforcement 

authorities and port authorities.
§Full cooperation of all authorities in Malaysia.




