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An Overview of Thailand’s Policy on Combating IUU Fishing

> National Fisheries  
Committee
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(FMP)
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cooperation

> Proactive international 
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> New administrative 
sanctions regime

> Higher criminal penalties

> Streamlined prosecution 
process
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Free
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Fleet management

> Establishment of Fisheries 
Monitoring Centre (FMC)

> Integration of systems and 
processes into a fully-fledged 
MCS system
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for inspection

> More international cooperation 

Monitoring, control & 
surveillance (MCS)

Traceability

> Comprehensive traceability 
across supply chain and all 
modes of transport

> Risk-based inspection system

> Thai-flagged catch certification 
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law 
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1. Current status of 

Thailand NPOA-IUU

Thailand recognizes the significance of the problems 

on IUU fishing, thereby developed Thailand NPOA-

IUU 2015 – 2019

❖ UNCLOS  

❖ IPOA-IUU

❖ FAO Compliance Agreement

❖ CCRF



Development of 

NPOA-IUU No.2

➢ Ending period of NPOA-IUU No. 1

➢ To ensure the continuity in the 

implementation toward prevention, 

deterrence and elimination of IUU 

Fishing

➢ Update into (NPOA–IUU) No. 2. (2021)

To provide a framework in addressing the problems on 
IUUF and fulfilling “All State Responsibilities” 

Sustainability of fishery resources in Thailand. 



All State Responsibilities

Flag State Responsibilities

Coastal State Measures

Port State Measures

Internationally Agreed Market-

related Measures

The structure of the NPOA–IUU of Thailand was 

developed based on the IPOA–IUU of FAO.

The NPOA–IUU No. 2 was developed to improve 

the original NPOA–IUU 2015–2019 to be up-to-

date and timely comprises 5 major dimensions in 

line with the structure of the IPOA–IUU

Framework and Scope 

of the NPOA–IUU



“2. Implementation activities 

following NPOA-IUU”



➢ Thailand has ratified and implemented provisions of international agreements to 

combat IUU fishing, such as

✓ UNCLOS (14 May 2011)
✓ PSMA (10 May 2016)
✓ UNFSA (27 Apr 2017)
✓ FAO Compliance (in the process)
✓ WTO Fisheries Subsidy (in the process)

➢ Thailand has undertaken implementation plan in accordance with agreements, as 

well as improved and developed frameworks of national laws

✓ The Royal Ordinance on Fisheries, B.E. 2558 (2015) and its amendment 

✓ The Emergency Decree Amending the Thai Vessels Act, B.E. 2481 (1938), B.E. 2561 (2018)

✓ The Navigation in the Thai Waters Act, B.E. 2566 (2023)

✓ Labour Protection in Fishing Work Act, B.E. 2562 (2019)

2.1 All State 

Responsibilities



Fishing vessel Registration

- All commercial FV 

registered

- Developed Fishing Info 

Database

- Registration of artisanal 

FV (< 10GT) (on going)

Measures to Control Fish 

Transport and Support Vessels

- Inspection by Port in-

Port out Control Centers.

 - Inspection at sea

- Fish inspection at port

- Installation of VMS (all 

FV > 30 GT)

- Enhance capacity to 

control fish transshipment 

inside and outside the 

Thai waters;

Authorization to Fish

- Use MSY to determine 

the Total Allowable Catch 

(TAC) to prevent overfishing 

- TAC allocate into fishing 

day for Commercial FV 

- Stop registration of new 

commercial FV

- Vessels buy-back program 

to reduce fishing capacity

- restriction on number of 

FV with gears, 

2.2 Flag State Responsibilities



➢ MCS in the Thai EEZ

- Monitoring stock by 

research vessel/logbook

- Calculate MSY to set TAC 

and fishing license

- FMC to monitor fishing 

vessels through the VMS

- PIPO Centers for port 

inspection

- Surveillance unit for 

inspection at sea

- Integrated work with THAI-

MECC

➢ Measures to Prevent, 

Deter and Eliminate 

IUUF in the Thai EEZ

- Fishing INFO Database

-  Developing fishing license 

database (e-license)

- Establishing categories and 

types of fishing gears that 

are prohibited

- To prevent IUU fishing, ,the 

punishment/sanction shall 

be proportionate to the 

violation

➢ Information Exchange 

with RFMOs 

Thailand only grant 

fishing license to Thai FV 

to operate in/outside 

Thai waters.

2.3 Coastal State Responsibility

➢ Authorization to Fish

- Continuous share FV 

information with Global 

Record and SEAFDEC RFVR.

- Shared IUU FV in the AN-

IUU Platform 



4. Cooperate

Thailand always cooperate with 

other States in examining 

information on foreign vessels 

intended to entry into Thai Port.

2. Inspection of 

Fishing at Port

Perform the inspection following 

to the SOP as well as  exchange 

and checking the information 

with Flag State and Coastal 

State to ensure the legality.

1. Notice of Access

- Foreign FVs that intend or 
not intend to import fish or 
fishery products into Thailand 
shall make an advance 
request for port entry with 
information and supporting 
documents.
- Notified Designated Port.

3. Action on Foreign FV 

if found involving IUU

- Denial of Port access + Report  Flag State

- Command to leave the Kingdom + Report  

Flag State/RFMOs

2.4 Port State Measures



Catch Documentation Schemes

Thailand traceability system 

- Thai Flagged Catch Certification System (TFCC)  (Thai FV) : to issue the Catch Certificate 

      [link information from Fishing Info and E-License]

- PSM-linked and Processing Statement System (PPS) (non Thai FV) : to issue Processing Statement

      [Link information from Import and Export permit between DOF, Customs, and Marine Department] 

2.5 Internationally Agreed Market-related Measures

Thailand has cooperated with coastal States, flag States, port States and 

importing countries in exchanging of information from traceability systems.



3. Implementation 

Challenges

➢ Thailand is in the process of amend some of the regulations and enforcement 

mechanisms in the new bill. (Fishery Act.)

➢ Issue of Illegal Fishing in Thai Waters by a Fishing Vessels without Nationality:

 Need a cooperation from the neighboring country

How to address the fisher’s concerns while 
maintaining the effective MCS/Law enforcement 

and the sustainability of fisheries resources



Thank you
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