
Combatting IUU 
Fishing Efforts
in the Philippines





Fisheries Management Areas

Establishment & Goal:
To address overfishing and habitat destruction, 
the FMA approach moved management from a 
strictly political boundary to an ecological one 
(stock distribution, oceanography)

Structure & Participation: 
Each FMA is governed by a management 
board representing stakeholders, including 
fishers, traders, and local government, focusing 
on science-based data for decision-making.

Sub-sectors Managed: 
Covers municipal (within 15 km of the coast) 
and commercial fisheries (beyond 15 km) to 
curb illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing.







Scale of the IUUF Problem



Fisheries Operational 

Plan

• Transforming Monitoring, 

Control, and Surveillance 

(MCS) data into spatial 

maps to identify fisheries 

hotspots, understand IUU 

fishing threats, and guide 

strategic enforcement 

planning and operations



Monitoring, Control & Surveillance (MCS)
SURVEILLANCE  & ENFORCEMENT



Issues and Challenges



QUESTIONS?

“Technology enables us to see more — but 

governance and enforcement ensure we act 

on what we see.”



Address
Fisheries Building, Bureau of Plant Industry Compound, 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City

Hotline
+63-9508916951

https://www.bfar.da.gov.ph/

BFAR - Fishery Law Enforcement | Facebook

Email Address
fpleg@bfar.da.gov.ph

Website

Facebook 

End of the Presentation

"Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing!"

https://www.facebook.com/bfarfisherylawenforcement
https://www.facebook.com/bfarfisherylawenforcement
https://www.facebook.com/bfarfisherylawenforcement
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