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Fisheries Management Areas

Establishment & Goal:
To address overfishing and habitat destruction,
the FMA approach moved management from a
strictly political boundary to an ecological one
(stock distribution, oceanography)

Structure & Participation: 
Each FMA is governed by a management
board representing stakeholders, including
fishers, traders, and local government, focusing
on science-based data for decision-making.

Sub-sectors Managed: 
Covers municipal (within 15 km of the coast)
and commercial fisheries (beyond 15 km) to
curb illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU)
fishing.



NATIONAL MCS FRAMEWORK
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           NATIONAL MCS SYSTEM – PHILIPPINES

   ┌──────────────┐
   │  MONITORING  │

   │  (Detection) │
   └──────┬───────┘

          │
          ▼

   ┌──────────────┐
   │   CONTROL    │
   │ (Regulation) │

   └──────┬───────┘
          │
          ▼

   ┌──────────────┐
   │ SURVEILLANCE │
   │ (Verification)│

   └──────┬───────┘
          │
          ▼

   ┌──────────────┐
   │ ENFORCEMENT  │
   │ (Apprehension)│

   └──────┬───────┘
          │
          ▼

   ┌──────────────┐
   │ ADJUDICATION │

   │ (Sanctions)  │
   └──────────────┘
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IUU Fishing Index and Threat (I-FIT) Assessment Tool
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CURRENT PSM IMPLEMENTATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

Davao City Fish
Port Complex

General Santos
City Fish Port

Complex

Subic Fish Port

Navotas Fish Port
Complex
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Four (4)
designated
PSM ports
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Issues and Challenges



LAW AND REGULATIONS TO SUPPORT THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF MCS ACTIVITIES
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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“The Philippines recognizes that IUU fishing is
transboundary in nature.

 No single country can effectively combat IUU
fishing alone.

Regional transparency, data sharing, and
operational coordination are no longer optional

— they are strategic necessities.”

Regional Workshop on Information Exchange on Monitoring Control and Surveillance for 
Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia
24–26 February 2026 Bangkok, Thailand

END OF PRESENTATION.



CONTACT US

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
+639508916951
fpleg@bfar.da.gov.ph

https://www.bfar.da.gov.ph
https://www.facebook.com/BFARPhilippines
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