Group 2

1) Coordination on MCS to combat IUU fishing in the

region

e How do we ensure that digital data (VMS tracks,
satellite photos) 1s legally valid for prosecution in
different AMSs courts?

Country experience

Thailand: can use the digital data as additional
data, and cannot be used solely.

Myanmar: can use digital data (VMS) in marine
fisheries.

Philippines: can use the digital data as supporting
documents for actual apprehensions for
administrative cases. No experience for criminal
cases yet.

Brunei: havent got VMS. have AIS only, but can
not use as an evident to the court

Lao PDR: can use pictures taken by local
community surveillance as evidence for court.
VietNam: can use only VMS data as an evident
to the court

Indonesia: Legal frameworks must clearly
recognize VMS data as admissible electronic
evidence. VMS serves as corroborative evidence,
(not only the evidence) to be used in courts.



- Malaysia: DOF Malaysia is currently working to
enforce legal actions for activities occurring
beyond the EEZ by leveraging VMS data. We are
prioritizing the resolution of legal wvalidity,
transboundary hurdles, and expertise gaps to
enable VMS-based prosecution. This initiative is
fully backed by DOF Top Management and
sustained through annual system maintenance.

a. Regional Level: Establish an ASEAN Digital
Evidence Manual for Fisheries Cases to be adopted
by member countries. Promote mutual legal
recognition of electronic fisheries evidence among
AMS.

b. Capacity-Building for the Prosecutors and Judges on
the Use of the Digital Evidence for Fisheries Cases.

c. Capacity Building for Fisheries Officers in Case
Build-Up using Digital Evidences.

e Standardizing Rules of Engagement for Joint Patrols
in Transboundary Hotspots
a. Should explicitly and clearly clarify
jurisdictional authority, procedures, use of force
protocol, and communication scheme to avoid or



minimize risks of operational conflict,
diplomatic incidents, and excessive force claims.
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