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• Introduce NOAA Office of Law Enforcement (OLE)
• Discuss OLE’s Domestic & International 

Operations
• Identify the differences between illegal fishing, 

unreported fishing, and unregulated fishing
• Discuss initiatives and collaborations the 

international community is taking to combat IUU 
fishing
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NOAA Office of Law Enforcement (OLE)
• Headquarters: Silver Spring, MD
• Five divisions co-located with 

regional offices
• 51 field offices throughout the U.S. 

and territories
• 65 Special Agents
• 70 Enforcement Officers
• 74 Support Staff (including fisheries 

intelligence analysts)



U.S. Primary Jurisdiction

• 3.36 million sq. miles of open ocean •
• 14 National Marine Sanctuaries

and 2 National Marine Monuments •

High seas and international trade relating 
to U.S. treaties and international law

More than 95,000 miles of U.S. coastline
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Impacts of IUU Fishing
• Ecological Impacts

• Unsustainable harvests can deplete local fish stocks
• Unauthorized gear can damage sensitive ecosystems

• Economic Impacts
• Illegal fishery product can compete with and undermine legal 

fishermen’s product
• Social Impacts

• Jeopardizes community food security
• Can threaten the safety of other mariners

• Security Impacts
• Threat of maritime piracy and transnational organized crime
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Challenges of IUU Fishing – Global Trends

• Increased globalization of fish product trade/markets

• Impediments to global, regional, and national 
communication and information sharing

• IUU fishing activities are dynamic, adaptable, and 
becoming more sophisticated
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Challenges of IUU Fishing – Global Trends

• Limited enforcement resources

• Complex business structures (shell companies, hidden 
ownership, etc)

• Linkages to other illegal activities including organized 
crime (UN Report)
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● IUU Fishing cannot be solved by one country or 

organization.

● Global initiatives, partnerships, cooperation and 
collaboration are critical
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• International bodies that manage fish stocks/resources 
within a region. 

• Functions
• Bring together countries to discuss and establish 

conservation management measures (CMM)
• Establish IUUF Vessel Lists
• Cross list IUUF Vessels
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Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMO)

• Be familiar with what RFMOs apply to your fishing areas
• Good to know about other RFMOs regulations 
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• Professional network focused on improving MCS via
• Enhanced cooperation & coordination
• Information collection & exchange between countries

• Example: 
• Global Fisheries Enforcement 

Training Workshop

http://imcsnet.org/

International Monitoring Control and Surveillance (IMCS) 
Network

http://imcsnet.org/
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Fisheries Crime Working Group (FCWG)
• Focuses specifically on transnational crime
• Provides an international platform for 

cooperation between member countries  
• Fosters cooperation 

through joint strategies 
and operations

INTERPOL
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Global Record

http://www.fao.org/global-record/information-system/en/

• Global database to list all documented and registered 
vessels as reported by flag states

• All data is self-reported from participating member states

http://www.fao.org/global-record/information-system/en/
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• Joint efforts between countries to address issues through 

agreed obligations
• Typically only includes a few countries (2-3)

• Examples
• U.S. MSRA process
• OLE Capacity building
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Global Study on Transshipment
• Undertaken by Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 

Nations Committee of Fisheries 
• Purpose was to support development of the Voluntary 

Guidelines for Transshipment to combat IUU fishing
• Guidelines were adopted this year and were presented for 

endorsement at the recent Committee on Fisheries
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Regional Networks
• Congregate countries from a particular region to develop rules 

for managing shared resources 
• These obligations are binding for members of the network and 

different for each region

• Examples
• Pacific Island Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA)
• Southeast Asia Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC)
• Regional Plan of Action (RPOA)-IUU
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Summary
• IUU fishing can have significant economic, 

ecological, social, and security impacts 
• IUU fishing activities are dynamic and adaptable
• It takes international collaboration, cooperation, 

and communication to combat IUU fishing
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