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Background 

Anchovy (Stolephorus spp. and Encrasicholina spp.) is a key economic marine resource 

in Thailand, with Rayong Province being a major fishing ground. Despite their efficiency, 

anchovy falling nets raise ecological concerns regarding non-target species and juvenile catch. 

Currently, anchovy falling-net fishing is strictly prohibited in coastal waters (within 3 nautical 

miles from the shoreline) under relevant laws and the 2023 Ministerial Regulation. However, 

provincial committees may consider exemptions on a case-by-case basis, as in the past small-

scale fishers (vessels under 10 gross tons) in Rayong practically depended on fishing grounds 

within 1.5 to 2 nautical miles. Consequently, comprehensive scientific data on catch rates, 

species composition, and socio-economic impacts remain limited, hindering evidence-based 

management decisions and potential policy relief. 

To address this critical gap, SEAFDEC/TD and the Department of Fisheries (DOF), Thailand, 

initiated a joint collaborative project. Following initial site validation in late 2025, a 

preliminary field survey and trial fishing were successfully conducted in Pak Khlong Klaeng 

Sub-district, Rayong Province, from 15 to 20 March 2026. 

To build upon the preliminary findings, follow-up field deployments are necessary. The 

primary priority is to collect essential vessel documentation and coordinate with sample vessel 

operators to obtain the official DOF research permit for the second experimental phase. 

Additionally, expanding the questionnaire survey is required to achieve a total target of 116 

completed questionnaires (50 sets in August and 66 sets in September 2026) to properly 

represent the affected small-scale fishing population. Therefore, SEAFDEC/TD, in 

collaboration with EMDEC and invited experts, will conduct the preparation and questionnaire 

surveys in Rayong Province on 4–6 August 2026 and 6–9 September 2026. 
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Objectives 

• To collect essential vessel documentation and coordinate with sample vessel operators 

to secure the DOF research permit for the second experimental phase. 

• To conduct additional questionnaire surveys targeting 116 small-scale fishers (50 in 

August and 66 in September 2026) to ensure a fully representative sample for the study. 

 

 

Expected Outputs 

• Complete vessel documentation from target sample vessels, ready for submission to 

obtain the official DOF research permit for the second experimental phase. 

• 116 completed survey questionnaires (50 sets from the August survey and 66 sets from 

the September survey) covering small-scale fishers in Rayong Province. 

 

Research method 

• Target Population & Sampling: A structured questionnaire survey will be administered 

to a target sample of 116 small-scale fishers across three coastal districts of Rayong 

Province: Mueang Rayong, Klaeng, and Ban Chang Districts. 

• Data Collection Strategy: Data collection is scheduled in two field deployments: 

Phase 1 (4–6 August 2026): Field preparation, fisher consultations, and collection of 

the first batch of 50 questionnaires. 

Phase 2 (6–9 September 2026): Field implementation and collection of the remaining 

66 questionnaires. 

• The questionnaire covers information on fishing practices, socio-economic conditions, 

and stakeholder perceptions regarding the possible authorization of anchovy falling net 

fisheries in the coastal area of Pak Khlong Klaeng, Rayong Province. 
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Date and Venue 

• Dates: 4–6 August 2026 and 6–9 September 2026 

• Venue: Rayong Province 

Participants 

The participants: 

SEAFDEC Staff (3 members): 

1. Krittapas Suchato  FTR 

2. Ms. Jariya Sornkliang     FMR 

EMDEC Staff (5 members): 

5 Representatives from EMDEC (TBD) 

External Expert / Resource Person (1 member): 

Asst. Prof. Sansanee Wangvoralak (Independent Researcher / Resource Person) 

 

 

 

Tentative Schedule on Aug 4-6, 2026 

Time (GMT +7) Description Remarks 

Day 1: 04 Aug 2026, Tuesday 

08.00 – 10.00 Travel from SEAFDEC/TD to EMDEC  

10.00 – 12.00 Preparation of the interview guidelines for data 

collection 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13.00 – 16.30 -Consultation with local fishers on work plan and 

vessel documentation collection 

-Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

Team 1 

 

Team 2 

Day 2: 05 Aug 2026, Wednesday 

09.00 – 12.00 -Consultation with local fishers on work plan and 

vessel documentation collection 

-Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

Team 1 

 

Team 2 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13.00 – 16.30 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

both team 

Day 3: 06 Aug 2026, Thursday 

09.00 – 12.00 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

both team 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13:00 – 14:00 Wrap-up meeting for the data collection results  

14.00 – 16.30 Return to SEAFDEC/TD  



 

 

 

Preparation and Questionnaire Surveys on Catch Rate and Species Composition  

of Anchovy Falling Net with Light Luring Fishing in the Coastal Areas  

of the Eastern Gulf of Thailand (4–6 August and 6–9 September 2026) 

 

 

Tentative Schedule on Sep 6-9, 2026 

Time (GMT +7) Description Remarks 

Day 1: 06 Sep 2026, Sunday 

13.00 – 16.30 Travel from SEAFDEC/TD to EMDEC  

Day 2: 07 Sep 2026, Monday 

09.00 – 12.00 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13.00 – 16.30 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

 

Day 3: 08 Sep 2026, Tuesday 

09.00 – 12.00 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13.00 – 16.30 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

 

Day 4: 09 Sep 2026, Wednesday 

09.00 – 12.00 -Field Questionnaire Survey (Interviews with 

small-scale fishers) 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch break  

13:00 – 14:00 Wrap-up meeting for the data collection results  

14.00 – 16.30 Return to SEAFDEC/TD  

 

Responsible contact person  

Mr. Krittapas Suchato, Research and Development Division  

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10209, Thailand  

Email: krittapas@seafdec.org 


