Concept Note
National Consultation Meeting on the Development of the National Guideline for Waste and
Pollution Management at Fishing Ports in Thailand
(BOBLME II)
28 August 2026 SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand

Background

Fishing ports are essential components of Thailand’s fisheries value chain, serving as centers for fish
landing, handling, marketing, quality control, fisheries monitoring, and the provision of services to fishing
vessels. They contribute significantly to food security, seafood quality and safety, coastal livelihoods, and
sustainable fisheries management. However, variations in infrastructure, operational capacity,
environmental management, hygiene standards, and administrative procedures among fishing ports have

resulted in inconsistent management practices and differing levels of operational efficiency.

And also fishing port is facing increasing challenges from climate change, marine poliution, iliegal,
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and growing international requirements for seafood traceability,
food safety, and environmental sustainability. Although Thailand has established various laws, regulations,
and technical standards related to fishing ports, these are dispersed across multiple agencies and lack a
unified framework. Consequently, there is a need to develop a National Guideline on Waste and Pollution
Management at Fishing Ports that addresses solid and hazardous waste, wastewater and effluent discharge,
oil spill and marine pollution response, marine debris and derelict fishing gear, and the environmental
monitoring and inter-agency governance arrangements needed to enforce these standards. The proposed
guideline is fully aligned with the objectives of the BOBLME II Project, which promotes sustainable fisheries
governance, improved fisheries infrastructure, ecosystem-based management, and environmentally
responsible coastal development. Establishing a standardized national framework will strengthen inter-
agency coordination on poilution enforcement, reduce environmental impacts from port operations, and
support Thailand’s transition toward a sustainable blue economy.

To facilitate the development of the national guideline for fishing port standard and fishing port
management , SEAFDEC/Training Department proposes organizing a National Consultation Meeting on
Waste and Pollution Management at Fishing Ports in Thailand. The meeting will convene five government
agencies including FMO, DOF, MD, DMCR, and PCD, to review the waste and pollution management National
Guideline and priorities specific to waste and pollution management at fishing ports, examine international
best practices, and build consensus on the scope and implementation framework of this component of the
guideline. The consultation will provide a strong technical foundation for the nationwide implementation
of standardized waste and pollution management practices at fishing ports in Thailand.

Goal

To review and improve draft developed National Guideline provisions on Waste and Pollution Management
at Fishing Ports in Thailand that strengthen environmental protection, ensure compliance with
international pollution-control standards, and enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of waste and
pollution management at fishing ports.

Objectives
1. Review the current status of waste and pollution management practices at fishing ports in Thailand,
including existing legal frameworks, technical standards, and operational procedures related to
solid and hazardous waste, wastewater, oil spill response, and marine pollution control.

2. ldentify gaps, challenges, and priority areas for improvement in waste and pollution management
at fishing ports, and



3.

Review international standards, guidelines, and best practices applicable to waste and pollution
management at fishing ports (Such as MARPOL Annex V, FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries, and the IMO-FAO GloLitter Partnerships Project) and develop consensus on the
framework and contents of the waste and pollution management component of the National
Guideline. )

Expected Qutputs

1.

Comprehensive assessment of the current status of waste and pollution management practices at
fishing ports in Thailand, including a review of existing legal frameworks, technical standards, and
operational procedures related to waste and pollution control.

Identifying key challenges, priority areas for improvement, and recommendations for
strengthening waste and pollution management at fishing norts in Thailand,

Draft framework for the Waste and Pollution Management component of the National Guideline on
Fishing Port Standards, developed through stakeholder consultation and informed by international
standards, guidelines, and best practices, with consensus on its scope, structure, and Key

components.

Expected Outcomes

1.

3.

Improved understanding and a shared national vision among relevant stakeholders on waste and
pollution management at fishing ports and the requirements for developing standardized,
internationally aligned poliution-control systems in Thailand.

Enhanced capacity to develop and implement nationally harmonized waste and pollution
management practices at fishing ports that are aligned with international standards such as
MARPOL Annex V and the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.

A strengthened foundation for the development and nationwide implementation of the Waste and
Pollution Management component of the National Guideline on Fishing Port Standards and Fishing
Port Management, contributing to reduced pollution, improved environmental sustainability, and
responsible fisheries management in Thailand.

Scope of the National Consultation Meeting

Environmental Standards aim to minimize the environmental impacts of fishing port operations
by promoting sustainable resource use and effective pollution prevention measures, in line with
international instruments such as MARPOL Annex V, the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries (Article 8.9), and the IMO-FAO GloLitter Partnerships Project. These standards cover solid
and hazardous waste management, including port reception facilities for garbage and oily waste
and the segregation and disposal of hazardous waste; management of derelict and abandoned
fishing gear; wastewater and effluent treatment; oil spill prevention and contingency response;
marine debris and plastic pollution control; energy-efficient operations; and the adoption of green
infrastructure. Together, these practices help protect coastal and marine ecosystems, improve
environmental performance, enhance climate resilience, and support sustainable fisheries and blue
economy development.

Governance provides the institutional framework for the effective and transparent management
of waste and pollution issues at fishing ports by clarifying the roles and responsibilities of relevant
authorities (including DoF, FMO, MD, DMCR, and PCD), strengthening inter-agency coordination on
pollution enforcement, and promoting active stakeholder participation. A well-established
governance system enhances coordination among gavernment agencies, port operators, fishing
communities, and the private sector an waste and pollution matters, supports informed decision-
making, improves accountability, and ensures the sustainable and efficient enforcement of waste
and pollution standards at fishing ports.

Environmental Management focuses on protecting the environmental quality and long-term
sustainability of fishing ports through systematic monitoring, planning, and continuous
improvement. it includes environmmentai and water quality monitoring benchmarked against
national and international standards, the implementation of comprehensive waste management
plans covering all waste streams generated at the port, progression toward internationally



recognized environmental management systems and port certification approaches, and climate
resilience planning to address the impacts of climate change and extreme weather events. These
measures help reduce pollution, safeguard coastal and marine ecosystems, strengthen the
resilience of port infrastructure and operations, and support sustainable fisheries development.

tative Agenda
. Date
28 August 2026

08:30-09:00 Registration (30) SEAFDEC/TD
09:00-09:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks SG/TDC
09:15-09:30 Overview of the BOBLME II Project MES
09:30-10:30 | Multi-Perspective Overview of Waste and Pollution Management in
Thailand's Fiching Ports
- Department of Fisheries DoF
- Fish Market Organization FMO
10:00-10:30 Refreshment Break
10:30-12:00 | Multi-Perspective Overview of Waste and Pollution Management in
Thailand's Fishing Ports (Cont.)
- Marine Department MD
- Department of Marine and Coastal Resources DMCR
- Pollution Control Department PCD
- Fisheries Associations of Thailand FAT
- SEAFDEC/TD SEAFDEC

A T e aiuiicail

13:00-16:00 | Brainstorming and Discussion on the way to develop the national
guideline for focus on Waste and Pollution Management in Thailand
- Port reception facilities for garbage and oily waste (MARPOL
Annex V)
- Hazardous waste segregation, storage, and disposal
- Derelict and abandoned fishing gear management
- Wastewater and effluent discharge standards All
- Oil spill prevention and contingency response
- Marine debris and plastic pollution reduction
- Environmental monitoring, certification, and reporting
pathway
- Institutional roles and inter-agency coordination for pollution
enforcement (Governance)
- Any Other Business (AOB)

16:00-16:15 Summary and Next Steps MES
16:15 Closing SG/TDC
17:00 Appreciation Dinner

Language: Thai (The meeting will be conducted entirely in Thai.)

Meeting venue: SEAFDEC/TD



