PROSPECTUS
Capacity Building on Awareness of Innovation and Technology Tools to Combat IUU Fishing
at the SAFET Conference 2026
8-10 September 2026, Cebu, Philippines

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing threatens fisheries sustainability, weakens
governance, and erodes food security across Southeast Asia. Effectively combating IUU fishing
requires strong regional cooperation alongside the adoption of advanced Monitoring, Control, and
Surveillance (MCS) technologies.

In alignment with Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy (IPS)—which advances regional security, sustainable
economic growth, environmental governance, and a rules-based approach to fisheries management—
the SEAFDEC Training Department (SEAFDEC/TD) is implementing the project “Strengthening
Regional Fisheries Governance to Combat [UU Fishing in the Indo-Pacific”. As part of this initiative,
this capacity-building activity will raise awareness of innovative technology tools and support the
participation of ASEAN Member States (AMSs) in the SAFET Conference 2026.

Themed “From Innovation to Implementation: Powering Responsible Fisheries, Markets, and
Livelihoods” (https://www.safet.fish/safet-conference/), the SAFET Conference 2026 is a three-day
global gathering of over 300 leaders from government, industry, NGOs, fishing communities,
technology providers, and the scientific community. Through interactive panels, roundtables, fireside
chats, and real-world technology demonstrations, participants will explore the practical challenges
facing practitioners and discover proven, cutting-edge tech solutions for sustainable fisheries. The
conference emphasizes deep, interactive networking and post-event engagement to spark collaborations
that shape future projects, partnerships, and field practices.

Objective

e To strengthen the capacity of fisheries authorities from AMSs on innovative technologies and
tools for combating IUU fishing.
e To enhance regional cooperation and knowledge exchange on technology-driven approaches to
fisheries Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS).
Expected Outputs

e Improved knowledge and understanding of innovative technologies and best practices for
combating [UU fishing.

e Enhanced capacity of participants to support the application of technology-based solutions in
fisheries Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS).

Date and Venue

8-10 September 2026, Cebu, Philippines

Target Participants

The project will support the participation of operational and technical staff from AMSs who are directly

engaged in implementing MCS measures to combat [UU fishing. Nominations of qualified individuals
from all genders are strongly encouraged.



Tentative Agenda

Session I (8—10 September 2026): Attendance and participation of AMSs representatives in
the main SAFET Conference 2026 program. (For the full conference program, please visit
https://www.safet.fish/agenda/)

Session II (10 September 2026): A back-to-back side event organized by SEAFDEC/TD.

This session will focus on knowledge sharing, exchanging experiences gained from the
conference, and discussing the potential integration of these innovative technologies and best
practices within participants' respective countries.





