
Electronic Catch Documentation and 
Traceability in Viet Nam 

- Mr. Hung Van Nguyen 
- Ms. Nhung Hong Nguyen
- Ms. Dang Thi Thuy Quynh

From: Department of Fisheries and Surveillance  

By



Main content 
1. Background and Reason 

2. Introduce eCDT system

3. Result implementation 

4. Difficulties, Challenges and Limitations 

5. Direction for improvement in the Future



1. BACKGROUND AND REASON

•A well-developed seafood processing and export 
•Seafood exports valued at approximately USD 4.5 billion per year
•Around 300 companies (processing plants, exporters, etc.)

•A complex, multi-stage supply chain
•At sea: Transshipment is permitted. 
•Onshore: Fishers → Middlemen (1, 2) → Processing plant (1, 2) → Exporter. 

•A large volume of information requiring traceability and verification
•Involving numerous fishing vessels, multiple landing ports, different provinces, 
and catches landed over several months. 

•Challenges in ensuring data accuracy, transparency, and legal compliance
•Limited tools and resources to effectively verify and monitor the traceability
documentation. 

•European Commission (EC) recommendations
•A National Traceability and Control System from the Central to the Local Level



2. Legal Framework 

Circular No. 81/2025/TT-BNNMT: regulates the fishing
logbook and fishing port procedures used to verify the
catch statement and catch certificate

- eCDT system shall be implemented: 
+01.03.2026: application to FV port in, port out and
issue landing receipts
+01.09.2026: application to issue raw material statement
+ 01.01.2027: application to issue catch certificate



PLATFORM 

-Version for website
-

-Version for App on phone
-



ECDT SYSTEM 
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Function: Specialized statistical reports
- Province, port: 
+ port in, port out
+ FV by length
+ Gears 
+ landing weight 
+ landing receipt 
+ CC, SC …



Functions: Check information
- Fishing vessel 
+ profile of FV
+ Port out: name, time 
+ Port in: name, time, 
weight, species 
+ landing receipts 
+ Purchasing 



Functions: Online issuance of traceability 
documentation 

- Importer (company)
+ create document for 
consignment
+ choose: FV, species, 
weight 
+ send document to 
agency (Sub-DOF)



3. RESULT IMPLEMENTATION 
TT Content Up to 2025 Up to 30.6.2026

1 Fishing vessel 37.086 FV logged in 60.011 FV 
logged in 

2 Fishing port 76 fishing port 87 fishing port, 
29 landing points 

3 The Border 
Guard  

200 account to access  270 account to 
access  

4 Sub-DOF 84 account to access  84 account to 
access  

5 Exporter 
(company)

280 company 
registration 

317 company 
registration



3. RESULT IMPLEMENTATION 



BENEFITS OF THE eCDT SYSTEM
•Comprehensive monitoring and traceability of fishing vessel movements
•Enables the checking of all fishing vessels: port in, port out, landing weight; traders, 
purchasing companies, and other relevant information. 

•Enhanced data transparency, accuracy, and integrity
•Prevents data falsification and the reuse of traceability documents, ensuring reliable 
and legally verifiable information throughout the supply chain. 

•Reduced processing time for catch traceability documents
•Supports the issuance of Catch Certificate (CC) application dossiers within the 
same working day, significantly improving administrative efficiency. 

•Improved fisheries management and decision-making
•Provides timely, accurate, and comprehensive reports covering multiple data fields, 



• System instability (e.g. occasional slow performance, interruptions, 
and connection losses…). 

• Some system functions are not yet fully developed (e.g. transactions 
between companies…). 

• Limited data integration between different systems (e.g. VMS, e-
logbook, and VNFishbase). 

• Limited capacity of some fishers to use the system, due to the lack 
of smartphones and difficulties in using with new technologies. 

• Transshipment activities at sea, which remain difficult to monitor 
and to ensure data traceability. 

4. DIFFICULTIES , CHALLENGES AND 
LIMITATIONS



5. DIRECTION FOR IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
FURTURE

 Upgrade and further improve the system, including enhancement of    
existing functions and development of new features. 
·  Adopt technological improvements, such as expanding server capacity 
and strengthening interoperability among different information systems. 
·  Provide on-site technical support for stakeholders, particularly assisting 
fishers during vessel departure and landing procedures. 
·  Enhance training and awareness programmes for all stakeholders, 
including fishers, seafood enterprises, fishing port authorities, and other 
relevant agencies.




